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SUMMARY

Distribution area and population of the Japanese serow (Capricornis crispus TEMMINCK)
in Ishikawa Prefecture were estimated. According to information from local residents,
distribution area was found to spread in the ranges of Mt. Hakusan, Mt. Iwo and Mt.
Dainichi. The area, estimated at 942. Okm?, consists 22. 5% of the land of the prefecture, and
68. 9% of forest area of the southern part. No serow has been seen in the Noto Peninsula.
The distribution area has extended from Mt. Hakusan since 1955 when the Japanese serow
was designated as a special natural monument.

Distribution area was classified into five grades of density on 500 meter mesh maps; grade
IV the area of highest density, III high, II law, I reare, and O the area of seasonal migration.
Serows were actually counted by means of ‘the fixed point observation method’ at 16 points in
the snowy season in order to speculate density in each of the five grades distribution areas.
Serow population in each village and the entire prefecture were calculated by multiplying the
number of the areas by the estimated density. Total serow population in Ishikawa Prefecture
is supposed to be between 2188 and 3069.
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