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BEHAVIOR OF THE NESTLING JAPANESE GOLDEN EAGLE (AQUILA
CHRYSAETOS JAPONICA) IN THE HAKUSAN REGION

Yasuo Ueuma, Hakusan Nature Conservation Center
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Summary

Investigations on the behavior of the Japanese golden eagle (Aguila chrysaetos japonica) in
the late nestling period was carried out in the Hakusan region in May 1980. The data were
gathered by dawn-to-dusk watches from blind near egle eyrie. The female adult came to the
eyrie almost all times but the male only twice. The adult carried Elaphe climacophora,
Phasianus soemmerringii, Lepus brachyurus and Elaphe conspicillate for foods, Chamaecyparis
obtusa, Fagus crenata, Alnus hirsuta, Acer mono and so on for nesting materials. The adult
stayed overnight many days and came into play early in the morning. The behavior of the
juvenile was classified into some types; wingbeat, ingestion, bite, defecation, cry, preening,
stretching and so on. The time used for preening was longest. The juvenile became actively
day by day and the times of wingbeat showed a tendency to increase. The juvenile fledged out
on May 30th after 18 days observation. At first it stepped upward from ledge to ledge and
at last it jumped at the tree and flew off. The next day the juvenile moved scarcely in
the bush where it is about 130 meters distant from the eyrie.
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