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Summary

In the period from Dec. 24, 1980 to Apr. 13, 1981, 103 small scale avalanches arose at 27
places on the roads at an altitude from 130 m to 800m in the Mt. Hakusan area. They have some
climaxes, and the times of the climaxes correspond to those of heavy snowfall or rapid rise of
the air temperature. The avalanches in the higher altitude lasted longer than those in the lower,
although the initial avalanche in each of them arose almost simultaneously, irrespective of their
altitudes. This discrepancy on the duration of the avalanches between them is due to that on
the structure of snow cover between them. The wet-metamorphism of snow layers in the lower
altitude was proceeded to give rise to the ground avalanches at earlir stage, while the process
was delayed in the higher because of the low temperature, until much of snows were melted.
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