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Summary

In Hakusan National Park, the refuse problem has been reduced for recent years. In
the course of solving the problem, there have been factors which aided the reduction of refuse.

Firstly, refuse disposal has been effecfively carried out since 1973. A method called the
“Taking back campaign” has been used. The purpose of this campaign is to encourage
climbers to take refuse from the mountain back to the bottom. After the 5th year (1977) of
the campaign, the refuse in the Hakusan decreased rapidly because all the dust boxes were
taken away from the mountain area. The removal of the boxes introduced a new epoch
in the reduction of refuse in this area, which caused climbers to recognize the fact that
Hakusan could be made clean only by themselves.

Secondly, a system of refuse disposal was established in 1974 with financial aid from the
goverment with the Hakusan Kanko Kyokai (HKK) as the central organization. Owing to this
system, HKK has been able to hire students as sweepers for refuse disposal every summer.
For the function of HKK and organizations concerned, refuse has been reduced in the Hakusan
area.

With regard to refuse in the Hakusan, there are such kinds as a can, waste-paper and
leftover food. From the point of view of absolute volume, all the kinds of refuse are scattered
more in staying areas like Murodo and Nanryu than in transit areas like Hakusan mountain
path. However, it takes more time to collect cans from transit areas than from staying areas.
Therfore, more persons are reqired for sweeping cans from the former area than from the
latter area. On the contrary, more time and persons are needed to clean up waste paper and
leftover food from the staying area. These differences are considered in collecting refuse in
the Hakusan now.

In conclusion, the benefit principle should be applied to the activity of refuse disposal in
this area. The can and soft-drink makers are benefitting by selling cans and softdrinks so
they should pay part of the cost of sweeping. The author hasn’t refered to the problem in
this study. The investingation of this problem is the next in the enfire study of refuse.
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