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ON SOME CHANGES OF NATURAL FEELINGS, APPEARED THROUGH
JAPANESE MONKEY-LORES IN CHUGU, YOSHINO-DANI, ISHIKAWA
PREFECTURE

Shizumu HIROSE, Japan Monkey Centre, Aichi
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Summary

At present the author is collecting information on Japanese Monkey-lore from the
residents of the Hakusan area and the feelings about nature which influence the people.

This time, the author reports on the comparative studies of regional folklore found in the
first survey of 1972 and in the second, 1978 survey, and clarifies the character of the results in
Chugu Village.

In 1978, the author visited Chugu Village and tried to investigate three areas of
monkey-lore through five informants. These areas are individual accounts of Japanese
Monkey-lore, feelings about animals among residents, and capturing and eating of monkeys
with their material evaluations.

It is very important to consider the relationships between social changes and natural
changes which became the back ground for the formation of feelings about nature among
residents in Hakusan area.

Aged informants were aware of animal distributions in past years, knowing intimately
their natural surroundings in the Hakusan area, and having had a strong interest in nature
conservation. The author has been studying them for an ethnological survey on Yoshinodani-
mura since 1978.

The author tried to analyze traditions and Japanese Monkey-lore of the people of Chugu
Village through five informants, confirming especially the character of the aged informants,
introduction of folklore surrounding the capture and eating of monkeys or customs of medical
usage, and the awareness among residents of the relationships between monkey behaviours and
weather changes.

In what ways will monkey-lore expand and change its aspect in the future? It is necessary
to study the formation of lore, but valuations after research on Japanese Monkey-lore and
comparisons have just begun.
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