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POPULATION DENSITY OF THE JAPANESE SEROW
(Capricornis crispus TEMMINCK)
IN THE OZO VALLEY

Akinori MIZUNO * Tomoo IBARAKI, Hakusan Nature Conservation Center
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Summary

Individual numbers of the Japanese serow (Capricornis crispus TEMMINCK) in the Mekkodani area, a
tributary of the Ozo Valley, were counted by “the fixed point observation method”.

The number of foot prints was added to the number of the serows seen by the direct observation.
It was possible to estimate the discovery rate, in cases of repeated observation. Five observation sections,
which were 1.4 to 3.2 km® of the area, were decided upon, and the population densities were 4.4 to 9.1
heads per km® The total Mekkodani area (27.9 km? was estimated to be 181 to 206 individuals.

The area had been known as a valley where a serow had not been seen for 25 years ago. Itis,
consequently, concluded that the serow population in the Hakusan Mountain has increased, after the
animal were protected as a special natural monument in 1955.

In spite of the dense population, afforestation of the area suffers only lightly from serow browsing.

The reasons were analyzed from the ecological point of view.



	page1
	page2
	page3
	page4
	page5
	page6
	page7
	page8
	page9

