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ORIBATID MITE COMMUNITY STRUCTURE IN SECONDARY
FOREST (1,100m ABOVE SEA LEVEL) ALONG THE HAKUSAN
SUPER FOREST ROAD

Koichi HOSHINO, Hakusan Nature Conservation Center
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Mesoplophora japonica 1 2 2 5 1.9
Hoplophthiracarus kugohi & = 1 1 0.4
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Camisia lapponica = == 1 1 0.4
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Summary

In this report, the oribatid mite community structure in a secondary forest was studied on the species
level.

The samplings were carried out three times : on August 23, October 1 and November 8 in 1977, and a
total of 284 individuals of oribatid mites was found.

The density of the oribatid mite in the first soil layer (0-5cm) per square meter was 2,200 on August 23,
17,100 on October 1 and 9,100 on November 8.

A total of 45 species of oribatid mites was collected from the three samplings, of which 8 species such as
Suctobelbella spp., Protoribates sp. H1, Hypochthoniella sp .H1, Scheloribates sp.B and Oppiella nova were
common to the three.

The species of relatively high density (= 2%) were as follows, Suctobelbella spp., Protoribates sp. HI,
Hypochthoniella sp. H1, Scheloribates sp. B, Oppiella nova, Nanhermannia nana, Hypochthoniella — sp.H1,

Damaeidae spp., Rhysotritia ardua, Tectocepheus velatus and Quadroppia quadricarinata.
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