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Summary

Gujo County in the land of Mino is one of the three bamba (the place from which the ascent
to a sacred mountain is made) in Mt. Haku. Because Kamakura Buddhism was introduced
there, it is an excellent place for knowing the shift from Mt. Haku Shugendo to Buddhism.
To the north of Hachiman town (Gujo County), only the Jodo Shin sect took root, while to the
south, besides the Jodo Shin sect and the S6to and Rinzai Zen sects, also the Jodo sect and the
Nichiren sect have each one temple. In the present paper, attention is given to the reason
why the Zen sects were not able to take root in spite of attempts to do so in the north, and
further, more generally, to the shift from Shugendo to Kamakura Buddhism in that region.

Mt. Haku had already been known as a center for Shugendo practices since the Nara and
Heian periods. It was, however, during the early and middle Kamakura period that Mt.
Haku Shugendo started flourishing, with a climax during the Nambokucho period when its
influence extended over the whole country. This came to an end at the time of the political
and religious upheavals of the late Muromachi era. It was in that period of the “warring
countries” that Kamakura Buddhism was introduced in the area under consideration.

The Jodo Shin sect is said to have been introduced by Rennyo in 1471, when Shugendo
practicioners themselves became believers. Several examples are given in the present report of
bettobo, connected with Mt. Haku Shugendo, which were converted into Jodo Shin sect
temples.

Although the Zen sects entered the region to the north of Hachiman town for a while, they
were not able to take root. To the south of the town, however, we find several examples of
bettobo which, during the declining years of Shugendo, were not any longer inhabited and
became consequently converted into temples of the Rinzai and Soto sects of Zen Buddhism.

One of the main reasons why the Zen sects did not extend in the northern area seems to
have been the lack of influential and powerful converts. On the other hand, in the case of the
Jodo Shin sect there seem to have been more direct relations with Shugendo. Also the
activities of Rennyo himself may have played an important role in the conversion movement.
Among the relations between the Jodo Shin sect and Shugendo a first point to be mentioned is
that both are quite similar as their origins are concerned. For example, Shinran and the
yamabushi came from a common social background, and also similarities on the doctrinal
plane made the conversion rather easy. A second factor is that there were many itinerant
monks (yugyokaikoku-teki hijiri) in the Jodo Shin sect who became involved with Shugendo.
A last factor may have been the fact that, like Shinran himself, the Jodo Shin sect priests
and the Shugendo priests were both allowed to marry, while the Zen monks had to lead a
celibate life.
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