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THE HAKUSAN MOUNTAIN WORSHIP 3
THE CASE IN LITIGATION FOR 50 YEARS ON THE INCARNATION OF

BUDDHA OF MT. OHFUNA HAKUSAN IN THE MINO (THE GIFU
PREFECTURE). THE BELONG LAWSUIT IN THE DAYS OF THE
TOKUGAWA FEUDAL GOVERMENT ON THE HOSOME VILLAGE
VIS-A-VIS 15 VILLAGES IN THE KAMO DISTRICT IN GIFU PRE-
FECTURE.

(PRESENTLY YAOTSU-TOWN IN KAMO DISTRICT IN GIFU PRE-
FECTURE IN JAPAN.)

Kohei YosHipa, Chubu Women’s Junior College
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Summary

This essay is an outline of a dispute about the privilege and the ownership of the lumber-
men in the HAKUSAN religionous district in the middle of HONSHU-=-island in Japan in the
Edo era.

The dispute was finally brought into the Edo goverment from 1694 to 1746.

This local research is historically unexplored field, and it has not been announced on any
other publications yet.

Mt. OHFUNA-HAKUSAN rises up 596 meters in Mino (YAOTSU) district in Gifu Pre-
fecture.

People who lived in that area worshipped it as the god of water of the growth of plants.

Well, Mt. Hakusan has a feminine figure in its composition which includes three lofty
peaks called of the Gozen-no-mine, the Ohnanji and the Bessan. They rise up about 2,000
meters. The Hakusan consists of these mountains and stands in the center of Honshu-island
in Japan.

In honor of this mountain, people worshiped it as the god of water. Regarding it nearest
to the sun that controls water and growth of plants, they had been invoking it for better
harvest. People also believed that it conceives immortal of their ancestors. and people wished
to consign their soul to him that dwells in this mountain. They made graves at the foot of it.

At the ancient time, SHUGENDO (the mountaineering asceticism) dissolved in the
TENDALI sect of Buddhism or the SHINGON sect or Buddhism with the TAOISM of china
and the ONMYODO, and the SHUGENDO developed into the orig'inal mountain religion,
which was kipt by monks who disciplined very strictly. The monks secluded themselves from
the world but they had been kept by the Emperor and his count then. In this charactor of the
noble religion on the Dharana, ENNO-GYO-JYA (Upasaka saint) was the founder of this
religion. It has an esoteric mystery and was put into people minds.

The new idea of a mountaineering was an ascetic to filter into people’s minds chanting an
incantation. This was the TANTRIC Buddhism as the founder of a religion. At that time,
Honjisuijaku which was the same rank in regard to the Buddhist saint and the Shintoist
appeared in a shape of god as the genuine Buddhist at the close of the Heian period (8th
century) in Japan.

Then Honjisuijaku was defined in the both Shintoism (Rhobu Shindoism) and Hitojitsu
Shindoism of Sanno (Mantraya). Especially, three religious mountains-the Kumano in Yamato
district, Mt. Ohmine in Yoshino, Haguro in Dewa district, Mt. Hikosan in Kyushu district, Mt.
Taisen in Hohki district, Mt. Ishizuchi in Shikoku were typical monk’s mountains. These
representative mountains are well known in the literature or old documentary records. In
these researched of Mt. Hakusan was prosperous.

We could find that about 1,000 grew much person lived on the top of the mountain and
more than 1,000 person lived at the foot of the mountain. Their purpose was to climb the
mountain and pray to god as a group of megitative concentration.

But, the prosperity of the mountainous religion suffered from internal dissension. The
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strife among the Hakusan temple in Kaga district, the Nagataki temple in Mino district and

the Heisen temple in Echizen district began to get a dominion of the top of mountain and to

transfer of a right of forestry. The men who joined this battle grew up as monks’ soldir called

SOHEL They fought against the feudal government (BAKUFU) and lost a battle. At the

recent time, they fought against the Shinshu sect of Buddhism which was organized the

farming riot, and lost a battle again. Therefore the power of soldiers in temple effaced
themselves completely. As a result of these battles, we couldn’t find any documentary records
of literature in the cause of their temples were almost burnt down.

For that reason: I'm sorrt to say that the research of mountain worship about Mt.
Hakusan left something to be desired as compared with another studies of the mountainous
religion. Mt. Bessan was a part of Mt. Hakusan which was a way on the meditative concen-
tration (SAMADHI) in Mino district. It was called MINO-BANBA and it could be ascended
from the Pacific side of Japan. Mt. Bessan was not a center of Hakusan faith because it was
far from the top of Mt. Hakusan. The Nagataki temple in Mino-hakusan fell battle against
the Heisen-temple in Echizen and then a suite to the feudal government happened in the earislt
Edo era (1596-1867).

For these reasons a above, the Buddhist faith of Hakusan fell from its situation in spite of
the power had been bigger than others.” Then, there were about 2,700 Hakusan Shrine all over
Japan, about 600 shrines in Mino district (Gifu prefecture), about 450 shrines Echizen (Fukui
prefecture), about 350 shrines in Kaga (Ishikawa prefecture). This Buddhist faith of Hakusan
dedicated to Buddha with elevenfaces on the GOZEN-NO-MINE, to Buddha of Amida on the
OHNANTJI, and to SHOU-KANNON on the Bessan.

Under the control of HEISEN-TEMPLE, the Shinto shrine KA-HO and MINO-MURO
were granted as pilgrims’ logings and the place where persons pray, both in the Hakusan-
-Nagataki temple and the Shinto shrine ITOSHIRO-HAKUSAN-CHUKYO (Gujo district in
GIFU Prefecture).

By what means has it been a secret history?

The following is the obvious reasons.

1. This region was the land under the direct control of the TOKUGAWA-shogunate gover-
nment.

2. The small port village KUROSE enjoyed great facilities of water transport on the big river
KISO in the center of Japan, and it was the first base of finances of the raft floating
foundation of lumber.

i) In NISHIGORI which is on the other side of the KISO river, there was the magistrates
office of TOKUGAWA government official and imposed the duty to pay the lumber
tax.

ii)) The headman and the government official of the KUROSE, the KAGAMI, have been
managed the village HOSOME in the back of itself politically.

3. The incarnation of Buddha and SHINTO shrine OHFUNA-HAKUSAN is the tutelary
shrine in the village HOSOME, and also the headmost shrine at the foot of Mt. OHFUN-
A-HAKUSAN in YAOTSU sphere its intendant Buddhist temple have been called
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SHUGENDO (the mountain asceticism). It has been held the suppression of Buddhism at
the begining of the MEIJI era, when SHINTO influence was rewoved from Buddhist
temple, this SHUGENDO were overthrown by the MEIJI government.

4. The main discourse is the secret history of the offray. The people of fifteen villages,
which surrounded the Mt. OHFUNA-HAKUSAN, asserted their right on the privilege and

the ownership of the lumbermen of the Mt. OHFUNA-HAKUSAN.

On the other side, HOSOME persisted their personal right on the Mt. OHFUNA-
-HAKUSAN, moreover coexisted with the lumberman’s privilege and the ownership, so
that, they had evenly fighted, the lumberjacks of HOSOME have been get into the danger
by the weapon of the lumberjacks of the village of fifteen.

5. The KAGAM]I, the village headman and government official in the village HOSOME, sued
the court of the magistrate office KASAMATSU (the bigger political management with
the MINO sphere thirty miles down stream from KUROSE). For these reasons above the
government official KASAMATSU came and tried to conduct the investigation about
these dispute on the privilege and ownership of the lumbermen. But the government
of-ficial KASAMATSU could not judge its problem, so that this dispute had been within
the unexpected knotty problem.

These compelling reason, the magistrate’s office KASAMATSU had begged to solve the
problem to the OWARI—clan of the TOKUGAWA-shogun’s younger brother.

6. The government official of the OWARI-clan also arrived and tried to conduct the investi-
gation about these dispute problem, but in same way could not make the judical decision.
Therefore, they made the direct appeal to the TOKUGAWA shogunate government.

7. They had made direct appeal at many times, and the TOKUGAWA government had drawn
and declared the knotty problem.

8. The many representative peasants had gone up to the capital for Edo in rotation, but at
the method of the trial approach, I have to point up the following matters.

i) The investigation had not made severly because this district was under the direct
control of the shogunate government. )

ii) The isolated patches of the other feudal clans at the foot of Mt. OHFUNA-
-HAKUSAN had been given some rigorous enforcements of the law.

ii) The bribe to the shogunate government offifial was received by the farmers and it had
been good work, bribed into secrecy.

iv) The village HOSOME had fighted with the fifteen villages in the cause to live up
under the good name of Buddhism OHFUNA shrine.

9. The concilation court of shogunate government official, had made loosely in comparison
with the peasant’s uprising and the secret Christian.
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