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Summary

Mt. Hakusan has a feminine figure in its composition which includes three lofty
peaks called of the Gozen-no-mine, the Ohnanji and the Bessan. They rise up about
2,000 meters. The Hakusan consists of these mountains and stands in the center of
Honshu-island in Japan.

In honor of this mountain, people worshiped it as the god of water. Regarding it
nearest to the sun that controls water and growth of plants, they had been invoking it
for better harvest. People also believed that it conceives immortal spirits of their ances~
tors, and people wished to consign their soul to him that dwells in this mountain. They
made graves at the foot of it.

At the ancient time, SHUGENDO (the mountaineering asceticism) dissolved in the
TENDALI sect of Buddhism or the SHINGON sect of Buddhism with the TAOISM of
china and the ONMYODO, and the SHUGENDO developed into the original mountain
religion, which was kipt by monks who disciplined very strictly. The monks secluded
themselves from the world but they had been kept by the Emperor and his count then.
In this charactor of the noble religion on the Dharana, ENNO-GYO-JYA (Upasaka saint)
was the founder of this religion. It had an esoteric mystery and was put into- people
minds.

The new idea of a mountaineering was an ascetic to filter into people’s.minds
chanting an incantation. This was the TANTRIC Buddhism as the founder of a religion.
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At that time, Honjisuijaku which was the same rank in regard to the Buddhist saint and
the Shintoist appeared in a shape of god as the the genuine Buddhist at the close of the
Heian period (8th century) in Japan.

Then Honjisuijaku was defined in the both Shintoism (Rhobu Shindoism) and Hi-
tojitsu Shindoism of Sanno (Mantraya). Especially, three religious mountains—the Kum-
ano in Yamato district, Mt. Ohmine in Yoshino, Haguro in Dewa district, Mt. Hikosan
in Kyushu district, Mt. Taisen in Hohki district, Mt. Ishizuchi in Shikoku were typical
monk’s mountains. These representative mountains are well known in the litereture or
old documentary records. In these researches of Mt. Hakusan was prosperous.

We could find that about 1,000 grew much person lived on the top of the moun-
tain and more than 1,000 person lived at the foot of the mountain. Their purpose was to
climb the mountain and to pray to god as a group of meditative concentration.

But, the prosperity of the mountainous religion suffered from internal dissension.
The strife among the Hakusan temple in Kaga district, the Nagataki temple in Mino
district and the Heisen temple in Echizen district began to get a dominion of the top of
mountain and to transfer of a right of forestry. The men who joined this battle grew up
as monks’ soldir called SOHEI. They fought against the feudal government (BAKUFU) and
lost a battle. At the recent time, they fought against the Shinshu sect of Buddhism
which was organized the farming riot, and lost a battle again. Therefore the power of
soldiers in temple effaced themselves completely. As a result of these battles, we couldn’t
find any documentary records or literature in the cause of their temples ,were almost
burnt down.

For that reason: I'm sorrt to say that the research of mountain worship about Mt.
Hakusan left something to be desired as compared with another studies of the mounta-
inous religion. Mt. Bessan was a part of Mt. Hakusan which was a way on the medita-
tive concentration (SAMADHI) in Mino district. It was called” MINO-BANBA and it
could be ascended from the Pacific side of Japan. Mt. Bessan was not a center of Haku-
san faith because it was far from the top of Mt. Hakusan. The Nagataki temple in Mi-
no-hakusan fell in battle against the Heisen-temple in Echizen and then a suite to the
feudal gvernment happened in the earisit Edo era (1696-1867).

For these reasons a above, the Buddhist faith of Hakusan fell from its situation in
spite of the power had been bigger than others. Then, there were about 2,700 Hakusan
Shinto Shrine all over Japan, about 600 shrines in Mino district (Gifu prefecture), about
460 shrines Echizen (Fukui prefecture), about 360 shrines in Kaga (Ishikawa prefecture).
This Buddhist faith of Hakusan dedicated to Buddha with elevenfaces on the GOZEN-
NO-MINE, to Buddha of Amida on the OHNANJI, and to SHOU-KANNON on the
Bessan. .

Under the control of HEISEN-TEMPLE, the Shinto shrine KA-HO and MINO-
MURO were granted as. pilgrims’ logings and the place where persons pray, both in the Ha-
kusan-Nagataki temple and the Shinto shrine ITOSHIRO-HAKUSAN-CHUKYO (Gujo-
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district in GIFU-prefecture).

The god of the Shinto Shrine KA-HO was the HIKOHOHOKAMI-NO-MIKOTO
and its principal image of Buddha was the KOKUZOBOSATS. The Buddha in the
ITOSHIRO-HAKUSAN-CHUKYO shrine which was the KOKUZOBOSATSU too.

At present, it is enshrined in the ITOSHIRO-TAISHIDO as the important cultural
property of Japan. It was moved into this TAISHIDO at the time when the anti-
Buddhist movement led to the destruction of Buddhist temples in the Meiji era (1868-
1912). It was made of gilt bronze to be as large as the life, and made in Kamakura era
(1190-1388). We can also find the hanging Buddhist on the board of KOKUZO in the
Hakusan-Nagataki temple without the principal image of Buddhist. In the Hakusan-
Shinto Shrine which stands in Mino-city of Gifu prefecture is KOKUZO shrine too. In
such looking way, we must consider the problem that there was a stream of the passage
of the Buddhist saint faith KOKUZO-BOSATSU. Busshist saint faith KOKUZO-BOSATSU
in confession in the Shinto Shrine KA-HO was remained in the rood of meditative
concentration of Mino except the principal image of Hakusan Buddhist.

In the year of Bun-ei (1272) the Hakusan-Nagataki~temple burnt down on a big
fire and was reduced ashes. For such reason, the Nagataki-temple was put out of the
cardinal commission of Buddhist in Mino~-Banba. While reconstructruction of the Nagata-
ki-temple took a half centuries, the rood of meditative concentration of Mino-Banba was
switched over to a byway of the Buddhist.

Mt. Kohga is Kohga-Hakusan, and it is situated among Mt. Nogo-Hakusan, Mt.
Kibuli-Hakusan, Mt. Ohyada-Hakusan, and Mt. Ohyama-Hakusan. These mountains were
the front faith in Mino sphere. We could find about 200 hanging Buddhists on the board
of the KOKUZO (important cultural properties in Japan) in the Shinto Shrine Kohga,
Nabi, and Hoshino-miya which stand at the foot of Mt. Kohga-Hakusan. But, in the
history of Gifu prefecture, historians described that Mt. Kohga-Hakusan had been only
the Buddhist saint faith Kokuzo, and named “the independence faith of Mt. Kohga”.
They described this history of faith over 200 pages by mistake. I wrote this thesis on
the confession of faith Hakusan to let them correct their studies. It is not uncommon to
make such errors and exert their authorities in Japan.
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