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ON THE FEELINGS OF PEOPLE AT THE TIME OF ENCOUNTER FOR
WILD JAPANESE MONKEY IN HAKUSAN : COMPARATIVE ETHNO-
LOGICAL RESERRCH ON MOKEY-LORE BETWEEN HAKUSAN AND
THE LAKE BIWA DISTRICT

Shizumu Hirose and Reiko Mrizuno, Japan Monkey Centre
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Summary

In 1973-1974, we examined how people who live in mountain or field feel about
monkey when they encountered with wild Japanese mcnkey, and 1esearctes were made
with enquete in two regions of Hakusan (Ishikawa Pref.) and The Lake Biwa area
(Shiga Pref.).

Trying to disclose characteristics of people’s minds how they have been thought on
wild monkey with regional interest and values. We could mention three tendencies in
the Lake Biwa region.

1. There are some fearful feeling to the monkey, which reduced under regional
evaluation to animals, cultivated traditional minds of informants in this district.

2. Almost of people had not too much interests in wild monkey at present time.
3. Infomants could not tell us traditional monkey’s medical use.
To make sure the meanings of different regional animal lore, we tried to ask more than

650 persons at the Hakusan district and we obtained interesting answers. The characterisics
on the animal feeling on wild Japanese monkey in this district are as follows.

1. There found no strict taboo of inhibition on capturing monkey in Hakusan
district.
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2. Feeling of people’s affinity to wild Japanese monkey is strong nevertheless the
inhabitants were once suffered too much from destroy of their crops by Japanese
monkeys.

3. Scarcely found religious worship, festival affairs connected with monkey in this
district.

Reseaching on taboo connected with monkey and other livings in nature of Hakusan
district, there have not found yet the topics of monkey with God or Buddha. There are
the historical changings of animal acknowledgement and historical process of man-monkey
relation-ship in each field. So far as to analyse animal lore of monkey, we have to
mention the problems of value of animal, made by man, in limited area.

Japanese monkeys are very important animal to know the situation of nature, and it
may possible to disclose changing monkey lore with the progression of people’s value for
monkey and process of worse environment.
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