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ECOLOGICAL STUDIES OF JAPANESE BLACK BEAR, Selenarctos
thibetanus japonicus, ON HAKUSAN NATIONAL PARK.

II. NOTES ON THE SEX RATIONS OF HARVESTED BEARS AND
NATURAL POPULATION

Masamitsu HANAY, Hakusan Nature Conservation Center
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Summary

In order to estimate the sex ratio of the natural population of Japanese black bear,
Selenarctos thibetanus japomicus, in the Hakusan National Park, innerside of central
Japan, the sex ratios of the harvested bears by shooting in this area and adjacent forests
were discussed. The hunting season in the area lasts approximately 40 days from early
April until early May. The number of bears harvested in each year from 1970 through
1974 were 51, 26, 17, 44 and 65 respectively, of those 70 skulls were available for age
determination. Ages of these bears were determined by the canine tooth sectioning met-
hod, and were classified into three developmental stages; cubs and yearlings, subadults,
adults. Chi-square tests indicated that sex ratio in each stage did not significantly differ
from a 50: 50 ratio. The sex ratio of the total population of the harvested bears was also
an even ratio. Generally more males are captured than females in trapping due to higher
morbility of the former. The descrepancy between the natural and harvested population
is thought to be smaller in shooting than in trapping, since all members of the natural
population tend to be under equal hunting pressure. Based on the above, the sex ratio
was roughly estimated at 50 : 50.
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