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Summary
The Mt.Hakusan region was once a center of producing cereals by yakihata (slash and
burning agriculture with shifting cultivation).In the mountain field, the forest and grassland which
are suitable for yakihata are called “Mutsushi”. All the mountain field can not be used for
yakihata.Yakihata farmers choose their “Mutsushi” by the synthetic judgement of such nature
conditions as the altitude, the configuration of ground, soil condition, vegetation and so on.

“Mutsushi” has following features:

1. “Mutsushi” is mainly found on the lower part of the long slope of mountains where it is
warm, not so windy, and has less snow.

2. Rainwater and thawing snow flow down the long slope of mountains, so “Mutsushi” is both
damp and fertile,which enables such shrubs as Taniutsugi, Ryobo and so on to grow gregarious-
ly.

3. “Mutsushi” is also found in inclined swampy valleys where frequent snowslides have
prevented shrubs from growing but grasses grow.Although grassy “Mutsushi” is fertile,it is
more difficult for farmers to burn the land because they must bring in firewood as fuel.
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