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UTILIZATION OF TREES IN HAKUSAN AREA
——MAINLY FOR HOUSE AND TOOL MAKING AND FOR WEAR AND FOOD——

Tokuji CHiBA and Atsuko KANAUCHI, Department of Geography, Faculty of
Literature, Meiji University
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Summary

From the last day of the Tokugawa Gavernment to the Taisho age, in the base area of
Hakusan, dwellers used many kind of trees to make houses and tools, and for wear and foods in
their daily life. They used some special kind of trees noticed on their natural characters. For
example, when making houses they used pine, ceder and japanese beech, as these trees have snow
resistant properties. They made wood tools for daily-use, choosing suitable trees. During that
time, dwellers had spacial knowledge about tree’s natural characters.

Authors got some examples on utilization of natural trees from materials in museums. And
they also got many valuable examples from one dweller who lived at that time in the Hakusan
area and made many “folk” tools to use in his daily life.

We should pay much attention to utilization of trees in the Hakusan area. To conserve these
reasonable usages of trees means to retain the “culture” of the area.
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