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Summary

The home range, troop size and group composition of Japanese monkeys (Macaca fuscata
fuscata) in the Mt. Hakusan area were investigated in winter of 1987.

During the investigation, fourteen troops were confirmed, and it was observed that three
troops had been split up. From Kamuri-A troop, which was habituated in Chugu Spa area, some
of the members separated and composed Kamuri-E troop. Taiko-A troop, which migrated into
Mekkodani Ravine area, split into three troops and became Taiko-Al, Taiko-A2 and Taiko-A3
troops. Odani troop, which migrated into Odani Ravine area, split into two troops and composed
Odani-A and Odani-B troops. New home ranges of each troop were established in the home
ranges of the original troops. These results suggest that the expansion of home ranges did not
occur at the time of split.

Among five troops which the number of individuals were well counted, troop sizes have not
changed much since 1986, because the number of individuals which disappeared last winter was
small, and there were only a small number of babies who were born in 1986. Therefore there are
many adult females who could bear next year. This suggests that the population of monkeys in
this area would increase again in a few years.
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