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Summary

Japanese serow (Capricornis crispus) has a wide distribution in mountain areas in central
Honshu. The serow sometimes disturbs plantation by eating twigs of hinoki trees (Chamaecypar-
is obtusa) on the Pacific Ocean side of Honshu. On the other hand the damages on plantations
in the Mt. Hakusan area are minimal.

In this report, disturbances and nuisances of serows are investigated around Mt. Hakusan.
Food items were also identified by analyzing stomach contents from dead animals. Serows eat
buds and twigs of deciduous trees and green leaves of some acerose shrubs in winter. They eat
broad leaves of many kinds of shrubs and grasses except during the snowy season.

Two explanations of the small amount of forest damage in this area are possible. : @Serow
does not prefer to eat ceder trees (Criptomeria japonica) which is mainly planted sonwy area
intsead of hinoki tree. @While deep snow covers planted young trees in winter, better foods
from native plants, which were preserved by the snow cover from dry or freeze, became available
on steep slopes when snow slides down in mountain areas.
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