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Summary

The Mt. Hakusan-area has been known as a center of producing crops by “yakihata”
(shifting-cullivation with slash and burning). However, it was not always possible for yakihata
farmers to clear waste land at their desired locations. After the synthetic judgements about the
vegetation, altitude, soil condition, grade and direction of land, they chose “the most suitable land
for yakihata” ------ what we call “Mutsushi”.

It is said that the origin of the word “Mutsushi” comes from the verb “Mutsusu” which means
fallowing land for yakihata, but the author is not sure of the existence of the verb *Mutsusu” yet.
After several years’ (normally 4 or 5 years) crop rolation by yakihata, the field was fallowed for
about 20 years. It meant yakihata farmers needed at least 25 times the amount of land of the
annual burning field. In conclusion, “Mutsushi” is the open land (woods and meadow) under or
after recovering the vegetation and soil from exploitation by yakihata. In a broad sense,
“Mutsushi” means the field under cultivation by yakihata also.

In the Hakusan area, yakihata is usually called “Nagihata” or “Nagi”. Among former
studies on yakihata, “Mutsushi” is occasionally regarded as yakihata itself. But, both are quite
different from each other.
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