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MAKING KOSHIKI AT KAWACHI IN SHIRAMINE VILLAGE AT THE FOOT
OF MT. HAKUSAN IN ISHIKAWA PREFECTURE

Reikichi TacHIiBANA, Ishikawa Prefectural Museum of History
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Summary

Snow-removing tools are the necessities in the snowy area in winter. Before shovels were
popularly used among people as snow-removing tools, Koshiki made of wood played the leading
parts. The villagers following primitive burning cultivation at Kawachi in Shiramine Village at
the foot of Mt. Hakusan in Ishikawa Prefecture built their cabins in the woods of beech trees, of
which Koshiki was made during their leisure season.

When good wood for the Koshiki ran short, the villagers built their new cabins in the new
area every two or three years. As the number of good beech trees was decreasing near the
village because of primitive burning cultivation, they moved to the farther co-or state
—owners’ forests 1000 meters above the sea level. Thus, in order to make the Koshiki, they
sometimes went over a watershed to the beech woods belonging to other villagers.

The villagers had to carry up much food before the snow was piled up, for their cabins in the
beech woods were buried in more than 5 meters snowfall. The villagers following primitive
burning cultivation borrowed food in advance from the landlord of the woods and gave him the
Koshiki they made as a barter. That was why the sale of the Koshiki was monopolized by the
landlord.



	page1
	page2
	page3
	page4
	page5
	page6
	page7
	page8
	page9
	page10
	page11
	page12
	page13

