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Summary

In Ishikawa Prefecture, some black bear troubles happen in every year. This report shows
tendency of the bear damages to human activities on the articles of the local newspaper during
recent twenty years, 1964—1983, and discusses the recognition of the black bears among the
residents from the interview method.

One hundred and seventy three articles on bears in Ishikawa prefecture were picked up from
the papers. Seventy seven of them are about the bear appearences, 64 about the bear controls and
captures, 22 about bear demages to farms, orchards and forests, 21 about bears behavior, 10 about
injuries to human being and 3 about the protections of bears.

More than ten articles on the appearences of bears were seen 1970, 1971, 1980 and 1983.

The distribution of bear appearences were concentrated the peripheral zone of their habitats,
and are also the borderland of men and bears. The number of the injuries to human being was
the most numerous of the other cases of bear damages.

The recognition of the bears among the residents were studied from the interviews of 197
inhabitants from three different areas, the urban area i.e. Kanazawa city and Komatsu city, the
foot of the mountain i.e. Tsurugi town and Tatsunokuchi town, and the villages between
mountains i.e. Yoshinodani vllage, Oguchi village and Shiramine village. Nine questionaires on
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experiences, knowledges and recognitions about wild bears, were prepared to ask to the residents.

From the result of the interviews, the residents in the villages between mountains had exact
knowledges rather than the residents in the others areas. Some of people in the towns and the
cities confused black bears with brown bears and thought that black bears were predatory
animals. Many people in the towns of the foot of mountain in which most of bear troubles
happened thought that the number of the bear population grew up and that bears were nuisances
and terrible animals. We found out that the sizes of the bear on the newspaper were not exact
in most case and a tendency to become bigger than the actual sizes. Nearly half of people had
no answers to the question whether extermination or protection. These results show that many
people entrust the bear management to the public organ which has the scientific and the objective
data of the bear ecology and of the human activities.
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