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Summary

Owing to the high economic growth in Japan, most mountain villages have begun to lose
their traditional industrial structures based on forestry and agriculture. Above all, dezukuri
(temporary habitation for cultivatiqn) and yakihata (slash-and-burn method of agriculture) have
almost disappeared for the past 20 years. At present, only a few examples of them can be found.

In this paper, author introduced two dezukuri farmsteads which still remain in Shiramine-
mura at the foot of Mt. Hakusan. The farmstead of Y-family exists on the riverside of the
Shimodawara-gawa. Another farmstead is owned by O-family in Koakadan.

There are apparent differences between the two farmsteads. Both the farmsteads have a
kyachi (ordinary field) which is used for cultivating vegetables for home consumption. But,
Y-family has a nanagi(yakihata of kitchen garden type)where radish is grown in an area of about
0.15 hectare. In addition to this, there is also a charcoal kiln in the farmstead of Y-family. On
the other hand, O-family has a nursery of cedar in the back of dezukuri-goya (hut).

Those types of land-utilization have resulted from the fact that there has been a strong desire
to get cash income by commercial products. As a result of such situation in farmstead
-management, charcoal and cedar seedling played an important part of income in family. Besides
those two commercial products, sericulture was the main source of income in both families.

As for the origin of dezukuri, there have been many theories since the prewar days of World
War II. In the prewar days, a population theory was insisted by some geograghers. It was that
dezukuri occured for the lack of arable lands in jige (mother village) by the increase of population.
Recently some other theories were proposed. One of them is that the management-system of
dezuburi farmstead could not help demanding wide arable and fallow lands for yakihata.

Besides the socio-economic theory, the population theory was published again. According to
that theory, farmstead settlements had existed before Shiramine became large, and Shiramine
became a large community by the inflow of settlement people. Soon Shiramine became an
important village for the people and they began to seek arable land at some distance from
Shiramine. That was the origin of dezukuri. ‘

The most recent theory is that there has existed the mode of life and landholding system of
dezukuri and yakihata in Shiramine since very old times, and eikyu-dezukuri (living system in
isolated mountain area all the year) shifted from Echizen District (Fukui Pref.) to Shiramine.

It can be concluded that there have been the eikyu-dezukuris which are independent of jige for
a long time.
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